
discussing this topic, and at our next meeting we will be presenting what we are
currently using in this space with a view to firming up a sound policy.

Last year on our Silicon Valley trip our students used AI at Microsoft and this year we
are hoping to visit Open AI, among other organisations to help us understand the
world of AI. In the tech world AI is seen as the new ‘El Dorado’ - with huge
opportunities. In China we met and shared much about AI including how AI is being
used to enhance cognition, experiences and creativity - as well as refining
productivity. We have seen Google’s latest tools including Gemini, Notebook LM,
Google Vids, Ask Youtube, Google Labs and our students use it connected to Canva.
It’s rapid development is unprecedented. We will be having staff and student reference
groups as part of our discussion of the different tools, uses, ethics and opportunities
AI provides. BTW this newsletter was not written by AI. Future ones may be though :)

Social Media - Timely Reminder
Just a reminder that parents need to be vigilant with their child’s access and use of
social media. During the day, students do not have access to their phones at school.
They are not to be used when they come on school grounds and are collected upon
entering class and stored safely during the day. However, we have had a number of
students being part of chat groups that have had inappropriate conversations outside
of school hours. Check in on your child should they be a device user. We are finding
more parents who are saying no to their child even having a mobile phone - there is a
strong correlation between the uptake of mobile device usage and social and mental
health issues.

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers

Here are some updates to keep you informed: 

Artificial Intelligence
We’re seeing the rise in the use of AI all around us. We
know we need to be making our students aware of the
power, opportunities and potential pitfalls of AI and are
taking an approach that combines caution with not
falling behind and ignoring it. Unlike secondary school
we are not concerned about students using AI
incorrectly in assessments. Our board has been
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30 May - Teacher Only Day
(Maths Curriculum Focus)

2 June - King’s Birthday Public
Holiday

17 June - Matariki Breakfast @
NIS, 6.30 - 8am

20 June - Matariki Public Holiday

3 - 6 June - NZ Samoan
Language Week & NZ Schools’
Pride Week (Diversity + Inclusion)

Upcoming Teacher Only Day
Our Teacher Only day on 30th May will be focussing on the new Maths curriculum and it is one of the days the Ministry of Education
granted to schools to utilise for that purpose. We apologise for any inconvenience however it is an excellent opportunity for our
staff to upskill in this area. The onsite after school care, Micasa, is operating on the day, information below if you require their
services. 

Budget Day and Collective Agreements
We wait with anticipation to see what the Budget Day announcements will bring, with the hope there will be money allocated to
education. We have also recently received notice from the Teachers and Principals Union, NZEI, that they have begun their
bargaining for the new collective agreements. We have no information at this stage around how this may pan out and hope
agreements can be made with no or minimal disruption to learning. 

mailto:principal@ni.school.nz


Sports Highlights and AIMS Games 
We are now into our busiest sports season and we have hundreds of students involved in many sports. Last week our Year 8 Boys
Football Team won the North Shore Championship - which is an outstanding result! They now compete at the Auckland Champs in
Week 7.  

At the end of last year and the start of this year our 2025 Sports Handbook was sent out to all enrolled students and was also posted
on the school website. On page 4 of the handbook you can find an explanation of our AIMS Games policy for the selecting teams as
well as the expectations for parents/caregivers looking after individual athletes.

Entries for individual sports close on Wed 21 May and the registration form has been in the daily notices. This information should be
common knowledge as it has been communicated through Sports Emails as early as term 1.  

We consider AIMS Games as an unofficial national championship for each sport and choose our team sports accordingly. Our Sports
Handbook clearly explains that we will take a Netball team and Basketball team (this could be Boys, or Girls, or 3v3) each year as well
as additional teams based on how competitive we feel they will be at AIMS. To date Football Boys have confirmed their place as one
of these additional teams after winning the North Harbour Year 8 Boys Football Zone Day. The final decision about other teams
attending will be made on Tue 27 May following the Year 8 Girls Football Zone Day. Schools must enter all team entries by Wed 28
May. Sports being considered for the remaining team positions are: Futsal Girls, Football Boys, Hockey Mixed, Rippa Rugby, and
Waterpolo. In making a decision on which team sport is likely to be most competitive, we consider a range of factors including zone
day and season results, which sports students selected for multiple sports will choose, student behavior, and accommodation
compacity.

Fuse Cup E-Sports
NIS recently hosted 2 days of events for the national Fuse Cup e-sport tournaments. The tournaments are extremely well managed
and there is a big focus on how the players look after themselves. This is now a viable career path! There are four key areas they
focus on: 1) Integrity - how students carry themselves, represent their school and their attitude and behaviour 2) Strength -
emotional control, resilience, and accountability 3) Inclusion - everyone treated equally, anyone can play, sportsmanship 4)
Teamwork - supporting your school/team mates, encourage each other, communication - so it’s just like any other sport :) All
involved had a great time and we’re proud of our teams. Thank you to Mrs Boles-Kent, Mrs Lyle, and Mr Cooper. 

Covered Outdoor Learning Area
The drainage has been completed and all the components have now arrived and the installation will begin for our new COLA. The goal
is to have it completed in time for our Matariki event in mid-June. This will give us significant shelter and year-round capacity for
outdoor activities.   

School Board Survey
Our board are finalising their annual survey and expect to send this out next week. Please take a few minutes to complete this when it
comes through - it gives us valuable feedback on how we can continue to improve.  

Matariki @ NIS
This year we will be hosting a morning event, which will include performances and kai, on Tuesday 17th June from 6.30am until 8am.
Parents & whānau are welcome, you do not need to book. Those attending are encouraged to donate a gold coin to help cover costs.
We will have student performances as part of the event. Students will be actively involved in making the event happen. If you have
any connections to grocery stores/farms/food sources who may be able to donate or sponsor us, please let me know! 

New Zealand Schools’ Pride Week - 2-6 June
As we do each year, we will provide optional activities for students to engage in during NZ Schools’ Pride Week. Our focus is on
diversity and inclusion - as with our Pink Shirt Day celebrations, we want our school to be a safe place where all our students can
thrive.

https://northcoteint.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-Sports-Booklet.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5Amv1reRPj-Oew0XsA89Tl_aumDS3l5bp0VIhLhNBwoY_sQ/viewform
https://northcoteint.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-Sports-Booklet.pdf
https://northcoteint.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-Sports-Booklet.pdf


High School/College Enrolments
For those of you with a child in Year 8 – the High School/College enrolment season starts soon. If you have not already decided,
please take it upon yourselves to make an informed decision around which school you will enrol your child at. Make the time to attend
open days/evenings, and ask reliable people questions that are important for you to find the best school for your child. If applying
out-of-zone for a school, ensure you have your application in before the due date. 

Schools will post information around enrolment processes, zones and dates on their websites. Currently our nearest schools are
displaying this information:

Northcote College: https://www.northcote.school.nz/enrolments/enrolment-application-process
An Open Day will be held on Saturday 19 July 

Westlake Girls: https://www.westlakegirls.school.nz/domestic-enrolments/
An Open Night will be held on: 15 July, 4 + 6pm

Westlake Boys: https://www.westlake.school.nz/enrolment/important-dates-enrolment
An Information Evening will be held on 24 July 
Details can change so please check yourself!! 

As always, if there is anything we can do better, or if you have any compliments, feel free to contact me directly at
principal@ni.school.nz 

Ngā mihi
Phil Muir, Proud Principal of Northcote Intermediate School

F I R S T  C E R T I F I C A T E  A W A R D  W I N N E R S
Wanyi Cheng, Carter Graham - 1 
Baxter Willis, Evie Mulholland - 2
Jayden Murphy, Surin Soltani - 3
Finn Davison, Tavita Manley - 4
Maddisyn Blackburn, Bowie Hurley-Smith, Darya Rogers - 5
Ginny Withers, James Campbell-Bowie - 6
Noah Panter, Brooklyn Rankin - 7
Feifan Li, Aidan Rogers - 8
Bryn Allison, Aiden Thai - 9
Richie Makoare-Fowler, Betty Liu - 10
Lola Holdaway, Axel Barnett - 11
Nuala Dallas, Hamish Courtier - 12

Congra tu la t i ons  t o  a l l  o f  t h i s  mon th ' s  rec ip i en t s

Arie Lee, Ian Chou - 13
Casey Maltby, Maya Marcinkowski - 14
Eve Allison, Olivia Smith - 15
Sam Allan, Emme Lewis - 16
Kayden Powell, Ellie Geary - 17
Sophia Baatjes-Walker, Toby Marshall - 18
Nathan Kleynhans, Peter Xin - 19
Belle Martin, Isaac Greenwood - 20
Ali Heidarlou, Bella Kim - 21
Kate Herring, Georgia Lay - 22
Riley Bold, Sikimeti Palu - 23
Flynn Roberston, Arthur Ottaway - 24

https://www.northcote.school.nz/enrolments/enrolment-application-process
https://www.westlakegirls.school.nz/domestic-enrolments/
https://www.westlake.school.nz/enrolment/important-dates-enrolment
https://www.westlake.school.nz/enrolment/important-dates-enrolment
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COMMUNITY NOTICES








