MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers

Firstly, a big shout out to all parents and caregivers
who were able to help out at camp or EOTC at the
end of Term 1. Without parent help we simply
couldn’t run the opportunities we do. We have so
many coaches, managers, cheerleaders and
supporters - thank you to all who give time and
energy. In the holidays we had an excellent turnout
at the Northcote ANZAC parade, with outstanding
student speeches, showing their respect for our
servicepeople, past and present.

This week we have been tested with Auckland’s traffic - thank you for your patience.
Students who travel by bus or car showed considerable resilience with the chaos we
saw on Monday and Tuesday and I hope we don’t see a repeat of this.

It's book week and sign language week. We've already been treated to 2 authors -
Shilo Kina and Sam Smith who have shared their stories and advice and they’ve both
been inspirational and enjoyable. For any children who missed out on purchasing Sam
Smith’s book, they can buy a copy of Miles & Jones tomorrow and Monday from the
library before school for just $10 (cash only). Book character dress-up day is this
Friday, and we're looking forward to seeing some favourite characters at school.

During the school break, Miss Teague and I were fortunate enough to travel as part of
a delegation of 20 educational leaders to China. It was organised and funded through
the Confucius Foundation, the University of Auckland and Fudan University in
Shanghai. We have been a Confucius school for a number of years, and have hosted
many Mandarin Learning Assistants, or MLA’s. MLA’s teach our students Chinese
language and culture. Our current MLA, Suhang, will be starting rotations through
classes very soon as well as running an extension programme for students. All going
well we will be offering students an opportunity to travel to China in 2026.

While we were in China we visited a number of schools and educational institutions,
the NZ Embassy, and a number of cultural sites, including The Great Wall and The
Forbidden City. One city we visited, Hangzhou, is the home of a number of China’s big
tech companies where we visited and presented at Alibaba’s HQ. We covered a lot of
ground - from Beijing to Shanghai and inbetween - and everywhere we went we were
surprised by how efficient, progressive and technologically advanced China is. We
made many connections and brought back lots of ideas about how to create better
learning opportunities for our students.

We’ve got some mixed weather coming our way, and as we move further toward winter
please make sure your child has a warm, dry top, a waterproof jacket and/or umbrella.
This year school hoodies are available from the Uniform Shop.

We've also seen the Otago problem challenge series start, and our in-class Cyber
safety programme begin this week.

A big congratulations to Sam Hunter who was the first of the under 12's to cross the
finish line at the recent Shore to Shore fun run event. He placed 6th Overall. Amazing
achievement.



mailto:principal@ni.school.nz

Here are some updates to keep you informed:

Parenting Place Parent evening - next week! Book now if you haven’t already!

We have booked a speaker from Parenting Place to speak to parents on ‘Staying Connected in the Tween Years’. This will be
Wednesday 14th May at 6pm in our school hall. This is a great talk and provides parents with some wonderful insights into how to
stay involved and engaged with their young people as they transition from children into teenagers. We are just asking for a koha/
donation towards this on the night. Please mark this date on your calendar, and for numbers, if you are planning to attend, please
register here .

Matariki @ NIS
This year we will be hosting a morning event, which will include performances and kai, on Tuesday 17th June. Parents & whanau are
welcome, and more information will come out closer to the date.

As always, if there is anything we can do better, or if you have any compliments, feel free to contact me directly at
principal@ni.school.nz

Nga mihi
Phil Muir, Proud Principal of Northcote Intermediate School

New Attendance Monitoring Process - STAR

In line with the Ministry of Education’s new Stepped Attendance Response System (STAR), we will be sending out letters to the
parents/caregivers of students who are late or have an unjustified absence two or more times a week. We will do our best to
appreciate individual circumstances, however, having trialled it, we have found the majority of parents who have been contacted have
been grateful for the notification. On the subject of attendance, our school’s overall attendance is extremely high, averaging over
90%. Thank you for supporting your child to attend school regularly, there is a massive connection between attendance and
achievement.

Text help Read&Write

Texthelp Read&Write is a literacy support tool that offers help with everyday tasks like reading text out loud, understanding
unfamiliar words, researching assignments and proofing written work. All students at Northcote Intermediate (and our wider Kahui
Ako schools) have automatic access to this tool when logged into their device on their school account. Click the little purple puzzle
piece to the right of the browser window. There are many features that are potentially beneficial to all our students. These features
could be even more important to support our students who are dyslexic or have specific challenges with reading, writing, and
spelling. Click on the links below to find out more.

Intro to Read&Write

A short video to introduce you to Read&Write for Education. The perfect place to start for first-time users.

Feature Tour
Learn about the features and tools available within Read&Write for Education.

EIRST CERTIEICATE AWARD WINNERS

Olive Furjes, Syria Fa’'avae - 3 Jake Ferguson, Lily Iles - 14

Nhea Santhosh, Euntaek Lee - 7 Owen O'Brien, Molly Holten - 15

Deacon Everett, Grace Ogier - 8 Amber Miller, Ethan O'Leary - 16

Tom Mortlock, Kyla Tulloch - 9 Holly Gill, Owen McRae - 17

Cormack Anderson, Micayla Crane - 10 Rhythem-Blue Coghlan-Tomai, Aben Benny - 18
Luca Bayly, Ashleigh Eagles - 11 Indie Bently, Zara Nui - 19

Stephanie Macagon, Nesa Maulio - 12 Roo Millward, Phoebe Barr - 20

Blake Smith, Morgan Buxton - 13 Holly Maxwell, Leo Dang Phuc - 21

Congratulations To all of this month's recipients
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Speed puzzle event - 10 May 2025
Enter a team now - keep the puzzle at the end of the event!

Competition details:
10 May 2025

MNoartheote College schoal hall

Teams of 4: 1,000 pieces, competition from Sam-12pm

Teams of 2: 500 pieces, competition from 1:30-4:30pm

Get ready to put your jigsaw puzzling skills to the ultimate test at our Fun Speed Puzzle Event! Gather your team of 4 or team of 2, and race against the clock to complete beautiful puzzles.
It's not just about speed—there will also be prizes for the best-dressed teams, 50 bring your A-game in both puzzling and fashion! Plus, enjoy delicious food for sale throughout the event.
All proceeds will support the Northcoze College performing arts thrilling trip to New York and Los Angeles this September 2025,

Don't miss out on this exciting event that combines fun, creativity, and a great cause. Join us and be a part of something amazing!

SPEED PUZZLE ..
EVENT B

10 MAY2025
Teams of 4: 9am-12pm
Teams of 2: 1:30pm-4:30pm VISIT:
HTITPS //EVENTS HUMANITIX COM/
MORTHCOTE COLLEGE HALL SPEED-PUZILING-FUMDRAISING-EVEMNT
17 KAURI GLEN ROAD, NORTHCOTE
A fun, family-triendly fundraiser CONTACT uUs:
for Morthcote College P rlrarmin SPEEDPUIILEEVENT@GMAIL.COM

]
arts trip to New ¥or nd LA 202

Sponsared by: Crave Home, The Gelato Workshop, Provecha, Live Wire

Mi
CASA

AFTER SCHOOL CARE
& HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

Programme

BOOK NOW!...
mi-casa.aimyplus.com

Homework Help
Arts & Crafts
Baking
Outdoor activities
Remote control cars®
Afternoon Teda

We are located at: Northcote Intermediate School
145 -147 Lake Road, Northcote

We offer a FREE Collections service
from Northcote Primary, Onepoto Primary
Willow Park and St, Mary’s schools.
NIS students can walk to the food tech rooms

WWW.MICASAASC.CO.NZ
() 022 084 1801



Welcome to The Learning Lab: Digital Academy! %'

This isn’t your typical after-school program—it's a hands-on tech adventure with a purpose!
Every Tuesday at Northcote Intermediate School Library (just follow The Learning Lab: Digital
Academy flags!), students dive into coding, robotics, drones, virtual reality, website development,
app creation, and more while exploring how technology can tackle real-world challenges. From
designing apps that help communities, to using robotics for environmental solutions, this
program builds critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills for the future.

With expert guidance, interactive challenges, and opportunities to earn badges, awards, and
certifications, students gain the confidence and capabilities they need to thrive in an
increasingly digital world.

When? Tuesdays after school
T Times: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM (I hour) or 3:30 PM — 5:30 PM (2 hours)
? Where? Northcote Intermediate School Library (follow The Learning Lab: Digital Academy
flags!)

Spaces are limited! Grab a flyer from the office or visit www.thelearninglab.org.nz to secure your
spot today!


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.thelearninglab.org.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=8BdTE9vbRGH3-Vctgw9taawRN9My1WNgnqmFnuZ6nxo&m=NBAGdVbhJcVCdIzyZ5m5qQf1bA_ItnZIJIMZkp4WNMc06HlKuqoA4vmNGSz3kuO1&s=CTgGVpqybM7ZqosjVyFqN7Urb0NnzKtovj1XziD2agY&e=

LEARNING
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2025 Term 2 Digital Academy Programme:

¥
"> Northcote intermediate School — every Tuesday

k]
L= Huapai District School - every Friday

¥ ey Features of This Programme

Standalone Sessions: Mo need to attend sequentially. Students can join any session.

Hands-on Learning: Every session includes practical projects.

Real-World Application: Focused on useful skills students can apply in school and future careers.
Creative & Interactive: Encourages innovation and problem-solving.

Adaptable for Ages 8-15: Sessions are structured so younger students can learn with guidance, while older
students can dive deeper into advanced topics.

Gain certification and experience: These badges and certifications boost resumes, university
applications, and job proespects in an increasingly digital world.

Yidital & " i TF F1ar
digital Academy Pricing Structure

We operate one day a week, with two-hour sessions available. Students can choose to attend for either one

hour or two hours.

Pricing Over 10 Weeks

Hourly Choice Cost Per Session Total for 10 Weeks

1 Howr (3:30 - 4:30 PM) %40 2400

2 Hours (3:30 - 5:30 PM)  (|$55 550

ull-Term Booking Discount (15% Off

For those booking a full 10-week term in advance, we offer a 15% discount.

Hourly Choice Full Price (10 Weeks) Discounted Price (15% Off)

1 Hour (3:30 - 4:30 PM) 5400 2340

2 Hours (3:30 - 5:30 PM)  ||$550 470

m Special Offer - Get a FREE Learning Lab T-Shirt!

When you book your first full-term package, vou'll receive a free personalised Learning Lab T-shirt to
celebrate your journey with us!




Programirme L rdlew:

This programme follows the Mew Zealand Digital Technologies | Hangarau Matihiko curriculum and is designed
1o be engaging, hands-on, and flexible. Each session iz standalone, meaning students can join at any time
without needing prior 2essions.

The programme includes website development, coding, robotics, digital problem-solving, and digital
project development, aligning with real-world applications and student interests. Sessions run for 2 hours
and include both guided and independent learning.

Term 2: Roboties, Automation & Codin

Focus: Hands-on coding with robotics & automation

Week ” Activity Description Outcome

Intreduction o ||[Leamm about real-world robots

| aarn abowut sensors, motors, and Al in robotice.
Raobotics ainid oy they work. I

Tuesday 28™ April Englneering basics, problem-solving.

Weeak 1 H Understand how nobots function inresl Life.

Building & Asgamble and undarstand Deske roboTcs Components.
Coding Your Assamble a basic robot wesing ||C Conatruct & working robot using LEGO SPIKE/'microzbit.
First Robot (Part |[LEGO SPIKE or milcrozbit. Hands-on assembly, circult bullding.

1)

Weelk 2

Tuesday & May

Building &
Coding Your

Tu I':'S-Iﬂ-&!,l 130 M ay :;rgl Rasbat ;Pﬂft

Program the rebot waing Block-based coding.
Robat performs a simple sutomatad task.
Logical thainking, coding, problerm-solving.

Program the nebot o
complete simple tasks waing
block coding.

Week 3

Obstacle Use sensors to navigate challenges.
Weekd Lise sensors to make the & &

Avoidance robot nevieats ohatactas . Robat successfully svolds obetacles.
. L Il =
Tuesday 20 May  |[Rabot Challengs & Senaor programming., automation loglo.

Weaek 5 Learn Fython fundamentals.
introduction to  ||Leam the basics of Python by "
! Write a basic Python script.

: thon Coding | [writing simple scripts.
Tuesday 27" May  |[F¥ ing Hing simp P Coding, syntax undarstanding.

Waek & Coding a i Craate an Interactive chatbat,
Bisild & simiple chatbhot wsin
Chathot with ullda simp uaing Chatbot that responds to user Inputs.

- Python.
Tuesday 3™ Juna Python Linas Fython coding, Al logc. Objective: Bulld an interactive game.

Week 7 Garme Build &n Interactive game.

Craata an interactive gama i
Developrment e Semteh ga Fully functional game with user controls.
' us=l =
Tuesday 107 June  |\with Scratch B Gamea logic, animation.

Build a Digital Learn digital electronics.
Clrcuit Simulate and build & basic § Sirmuwlated working cincult in Tinkercad.
[Tinkercad & circuit using digital tools. Circuit design, programming.
Arduing Intra)

Weelk B

Tuesday 17 Jlune

Apply all learned robotics skills.
Final robot competition.
Problem-soling, tTeammwork.

Week 8 Robatics Final robotice project - race,

Tuesday 24% June Challenge Day battle, or =olve & challenge.




{9 | Tuition in Academic Writing

One-to-One Lessons

One-to-one online after-school tuition (one-hour lesson)
Years 5-10
(For fluent speakers of English or ESOL students)

Group Classes

Online after-school tuition (one-hour lesson)
Small groups (maximum of 4 students)
Groups: Years 5 & 6, Years 7 & 8

(For fluent speakers of English)

Master the fundamentals of academic writing:

e Scholarly voice

¢ Academic vocabulary

e Complex sentence structures

¢ Punctuation

e Structuring writing

¢ Building the fundamental skills required for the
NCEA Literacy Co-Requisite (Writing Assessment)

¢ Building confidence in writing

Allie Rankine:

Qualified & Registered New Zealand Teacher
with over 35 years of experience.

Contact: EnglishWithAllie.teacher@gmail.com




