
 
 

      

Term 1, Week 2 Principal’s Newsletter  

Kia ora all 

Welcome everyone to 2023.  I’ll keep my introduction brief as there is a lot of information in this 

week’s newsletter.  I’ll just say that it’s been great to get things going and there are lots of happy 

students and staff at school.    

Opportunities are starting to be presented to students.  Teachers will be training students to access 
and monitor our daily notices so they can check out opportunities as they present themselves.  At 
the bottom of this newsletter is a whole list of opportunities from our music department and a 
separate sports newsletter has been emailed recently.  

Parent Evening Next Week 

Next Wednesday we have our start of year parent information evening.  This starts at 6pm in the hall, 
where we’ll talk about our school and what’s happening, and introduce our staff.   Then we’ll separate 
into teams, where you’ll meet all the teachers in your child’s team and hear how they operate. We 
aim to finish by 7.30pm.  

Sun Smart 

Students should have hats and sunblock in Terms 1 and 4.  Hats should be either one of the regulation 
school caps or bucket hats, or a plain blue or black cap is allowed.  

We are a water only school. There are many water fountains around the school for students to use, 
and we recommend students bring their own, named drink bottle help keep them hydrated.   Please 
note that bubble or chewing gum is not permitted at school. 

Friends of the School Parent Group 

Northcote Intermediate School has a parent group, Te Kāhui Atawhai, who are parents/whānau that 
are interested in supporting us with sponsorship and fundraising.  There will be a meeting on 
Wednesday 22nd Feb in our staffroom at 6.30pm for those who are keen to find out more.  Drinks 
and nibbles provided.  If interested, please add your name to this list here  

Swimming Sports 

Swimming sports had been scheduled for next Tuesday.  This year we were offering this as an opt in 
event, which worked well for our athletics last year.  Due to the late start to the year, we have 
rescheduled this to 24th February.  Students will be notified. 

Basketball Trials 

Basketball trials take place today for the girls and Monday for boys. 
Girls - Friday 10th Feb 3-5pm at Northcote Intermediate 
Boys - Monday 13th Feb at Northcote College - Year 7’s at 3.45 and Year 8’s at 5pm  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Zfg2wNVCYHKPxxCfQG7BP3YAYRTadl1JaPs1dixqK1E/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

Students have been notified about all school sports updates through the daily notices and yesterday 
a full sports newsletter was emailed to all parents.    

Digital/Cybersafety agreements 

This week there has been a focus on students being welcomed to school, setting classroom routines 
and building relationships.  Classroom teachers will be sharing these agreements for parents and 
students to read and sign.  

Road Safety and Drop offs/pickups 

We are seeing larger numbers of students riding bikes or scooters, which is great.  Please ensure your 
child has a helmet and a lock for their bike.   

Crossing the road - Lake Road is a busy road. I am trying to find out when the new crossing outside 
the school will be activated.  In the meantime, students should cross Lake Road at one of the 
pedestrian crossings on Lake Road.  Please remind your child about road safety – we will too.  

If you’re dropping off a student before school, please be mindful that there are also buses coming 
into our turning bay therefore it is a quick drop off only.  Children should remove their seatbelts only 
when your car is stationary and be very careful when pulling out.  

If collecting students at the end of the day, there is no parking at the front of the school between 
2.30 and 3.30.  

Whole-School Inquiry Trip - Term 1 

Thank you to the parents/caregivers who have completed their child's online permission for our 
upcoming Inquiry trips. These trips are not only an important part of our learning this term but should 
also make for a really fun day as we explore artworks around the Auckland CBD! It would be great to 
have all permissions in as soon as possible to help us with our planning. We're also on the lookout 
for more adult helpers for these trips. If you're a parent, aunty, uncle, adult sibling, grandparent, etc, 
we'd love to have your help! Please let your child's teacher know if you are available or if you need 
the trip information and permission form re-emailed. 

Community Working bee – Save the Date 

We’ve got a bunch of projects that we’d like a bit of help with around the school – fun and productive 
activities – please save the date of Saturday 4th March.  More information to follow. 

School Uniform   

For this year students may wear either the old model of uniform or new. The uniform is purchased from the 
Uniform Shoppe at the Netball Courts in Northcote.  A gentle reminder please that black socks are the only 
colour to be worn with the formal uniform.  Here you can find a comprehensive list of our uniform 
requirements  https://northcoteint.school.nz/uniform-requirements/ 

@School App 

It’s great to see people using the app to notify us of absences through the app feature.  The school 
calendar is also connected to the app, as are the daily notices and EZ lunch.  The school app does not 
replace our other methods of communication.  If you haven’t received log in details to install the app, 
please email admin@ni.school.nz 

https://northcoteint.school.nz/uniform-requirements/


 
 

Payment of school accounts 

Our school is a Kindo school which means you can pay for all your school costs easily; order lunches, 
view your family account, all using the same login details.  
 
To make a school payment, log into Kindo via the @school app and click on the ‘Fees & Donations’ 
icon. You have the option of paying the amount in full or making a part payment on some items. 
 
New to Kindo?  
New Users can click here to set up your myKindo account. 
 

Already have an account? 
Existing users can click here to login to your myKindo account. 
 
Need assistance? Our Kindo helpdesk is open 8am to 4pm weekdays. 
Freephone: 0508 4 KINDO (0508 454 636)            Email: hello@mykindo.co.nz        
Online support: support.mykindo.co.nz 
 

As always, if there is anything we can do better, feel free to contact me directly on 
principal@ni.school.nz.  

 

 

Ngā mihi 

Phil Muir, Proud Principal of Northcote Intermediate School 

 

🎵MUSIC AT NIS Mrs Babbage - bronwynb@ni.school.nz 

 
BANDQUEST BANDS - TIME CRITICAL - AUDITIONS START WEEK 3 - NEXT WEEK 
Do you have a budding Pop/Rock Star or Rapper? Organise them to prepare an audition 
piece! Singers need to be able to sing to a crowd, others need to be able to play an instrument 
- beginners and advanced players are both considered.  
 
SENIOR CONCERT BAND PROGRAMME LESSONS START IN WEEK 3 - NEXT WEEK 
Please let me know if your child is not carrying on with their instrument. Band practices will 
begin in week 4 on Mondays from 3-4pm. If you are new to NIS, and your child already plays 
a wind or brass instrument and has lessons outside of school - I would love them to join us!  
 
JUNIOR CONCERT BAND PROGRAMME (Year 7 beginners) - RECRUITING NOW! 
We have 20 places in our Concert Band programme. Please let me know ASAP if you are 
interested in this programme. Instrument lessons, instrument hire and concert band coaching 

https://bit.ly/3OqaXIq
https://bit.ly/3DDCkK4
mailto:hello@mykindo.co.nz
https://support.mykindo.co.nz/support/home
mailto:principal@ni.school.nz


 
 

are offered free of charge. There is a small cost for a lesson book and equipment. Compulsory 
practices are after school from 4pm - 5pm on Mondays along with 25 minute weekly lessons 
with instrument tutors during school time. Band members need to be prepared to practise at 
home daily for 10 - 20 minutes. 
 
INSTRUMENTS AVAILABLE TO LEARN AT NIS: (“Private lessons” means about $20 per week)  
Trombone  Free through the Concert Band Programme 
Trumpet  Free through the Concert Band Programme 
Clarinet  Free through the Concert Band Programme 
Saxophone  Free through the Concert Band Programme 
Flute   Free through the Concert Band Programme 
Guitar / Bass  Private lessons with Either Paul Barry (MusiqHub)  

Or Chenny Chen (Music Education Centre) 
Drumkit  Private lessons with Adrian Wong (Music Education Centre) 
Piano / Keyboard Private lessons with Adriana Hayde (Music Education Centre) 
    
KAPA HAKA - this year will be coached by myself (Mrs Babbage) and Cathy Lio (Who also 
will be running a Pasifika group this year). Kapa Haka practices are every Wednesday in the 
middle block - no auditions required. 
 
NIS DRUM GROUP is a new venture that began last year. Drummers are auditioned to 
ensure they have a good sense of beat etc. The group has a mix of experienced drummers 
and absolute beginners. Practices will be Wednesday 10am - 10:30am.  
 
AWATAHA SOUL: After an absence in 2022, Awataha Soul choir is back for 2023. Practices 
will be every Wednesday morning from 9 - 10am. No auditions required. 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 


