
 

26 January 2023 

Dear Parent/Caregiver  

Welcome to 2023!  I’d like to extend a very special warm welcome to our new parents/caregivers/ whānau 

and our returning families.  We’re really looking forward to the energy and enthusiasm our learners bring.  

Our team is here to serve our community, and I believe we are so much more than just a school.  I would 

like to update you with a few items:  

Health: There have been no updates from the Ministry of Health or Education so we are still operating as we 

were at the end of 2022 – masks are not required however we will respect any students, staff or parents who 

choose to wear them.  We will continue with good hygiene, ventilation and health practices and monitor the 

situation regularly.   

If you haven’t already, start to get your child back into routines such as sensible bedtimes and waking up 

times.  

Staff:  We’re ready for 2023.  Among other teambuilding, administration and preparation activities, we have 

spent time with fabulous external facilitators who are guiding us on our journey with the Mitey and DMIC 

programmes.  We are new with Mitey, which is a schoolwide wellness programme run by the Sir John Kirwan 

Foundation.  We have fantastic facilitators – Abbe and Leanne and we’re really pleased to be able to integrate 

this programme into our learning.  DMIC (Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities) is our maths 

programme, which we have been part of for three years now – run by the team at Massey University.  We 

are seeing staff and students really embrace the thinking and benefits to learning this brings.   

Our staff are:  

• Room 2: Whaea Sarah Williams 

• Room 3: Mrs Erin Tiplady 

• Room 8: Mr Scott Lemon 

• Room 12: Miss Kelsey McGhee 

• Digital Technology: Mrs Vanessa Lyle 

Property: Over summer we have had several property projects happening.  The replacement of windows and 

doors in Rooms 5 – 12 are now complete as is the new driveway, which will be open for Tuesday.  We have 

had 2 beautiful murals painted, with images of both below.  Our new 2 storey block is well underway, and 

we are expecting to be moving into it in Term 3.  In preparation for this we have 3 teams who will be first to 

occupy the building – Tiritiri Matangi, Motutapu and Rakino.  Part of this organisation has involved some area 

names physically moving.   

• Motutapu (who were in Rooms 1 – 4 last year) have moved to Rooms 13, 14 and 22  

• Rakino (who were in Rooms 5 – 8 last year) have moved to Rooms 16 – 18   

• Rangitoto (who were in Rooms 13, 14 and 22 last year) have moved to rooms 9 – 12   

• Kawau (who were in Rooms 16, 17, 18 last year) have moved into Rooms 1-4 



Parents/caregivers/visitors to school: We need to keep visitors to the school to a minimum.  Unless 

absolutely necessary, please do not come to school.  Should you need to come to school, please come to 

reception and sign in and let the team know the purpose for your visit.  

Meet the parent sessions on Tuesday 31st January:  Next Tuesday is all about relationship building between 

students, parents and their teacher.  The power of this partnership is important and we start the year by 

encouraging a meeting to understand each other.  These last 10 minutes and are a great way for students to 

settle back into learning and inspire confidence.  If you have not yet made an appointment, go to: 

schoolinterviews.co.nz and use code jadf2 

Onsite parking is limited, so please consider parking in the Northcote Shopping Centre carpark.   

Year 7’s - Pōwhiri on Wednesday 1st February:  If your child is new to NIS in 2022, can they meet on our front 

lawn between 10.30 and 11am on Wednesday 2nd February, in uniform and ready for school.  From our 

welcome they will go straight to class and be with their teacher.  

Year 8’s on Wednesday 1st February:  Year 8’s start at the normal time (in class before 8.45am bell) in full 

school uniform with morning tea, lunch, positive attitude, water bottle and stationery. 

The end of the school day:  Students finish at 3pm.  If you are coming to collect your child by car, please do 

not park in the bus bay, or in the cycle lane or double park on Lake Road.  Our usual bus runs will be operating 

from Wednesday 2nd February.   

School Uniform:  In 2022 there were some new items brough in, including an updated polo shirt, a 

replacement for our old polar fleece and a new winter jacket.  Students may wear either old model of uniform 

or new – this will continue for this year.  We have small stocks of second hand uniform available at reception 

otherwise the Uniform Shoppe at the Netball Courts is our provider.  

We will be doing everything we can to keep our people safe, whilst enabling meaningful, engaging learning.  

I know students had challenges over the last couple of years and we will deliver a quality education.  Our 

pledge is to work with you to make wise decisions whilst growing your child socially and academically.  

There will be more updates and ‘adventures’ to come, and together we will navigate whatever comes our 

way in 2023.  Looking forward to meeting our new students and welcoming back our returning Year 8’s.  

Please contact me should you have any questions.  

Ngā mihi nui 

 

Phil Muir 

Proud Principal, Northcote Intermediate School 

 

 

 



 

Mural by Romina Murano 

 

 

Mural by Regan Hill-Male (this one extends all the way around the wall) 


