NORTHCOTE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL’S NEWSLETTER

TERM 3 — WEEK 04 — 19" August 2022

Greetings ® Nau mai, Haere mai  Ni Hao e Konnichiwa e An Nyung Ha Sai Yo e Talofa Lava
e Malo e Lelei # Namaste e Ni sa bula e Noaia'e mauri e Kia Orana e Asalam Alykum e Nay
Ho e Goeie Mére e lNpueeT @ Bonjour e Dia dhuit ¢ Hola e Guten tag ¢ Kumusta

Kia ora all

Hopefully the weather clears before the weekend —it's been a bit miserable lately. Despite
the wind and the rain our attendance has been strong and we’ve been able to offer lots of
activities and learning. Speeches are big at the moment — with our school finals next
Tuesday, followed by us hosting the regional finals the following Tuesday 30" August.

We've also hosted hundreds of visitors at our Year 6 parent evening and our open days —
it's been great to be able to showcase our students and their talent and we’ve had nothing
but great feedback from visitors.

Our last board meeting for the current board was held on Monday night. | would like to
thank our current board of Katrina King (Presiding Member since 20" June 2022), Kate
Punturiero, Kim Jones, Sally Clendon, Spencer Willis, Guy Wilson and our staff
representative Zane Cooper.

| would like to acknowledge two of our outgoing board members who have been long
serving — well beyond their children leaving. Kim Jones and Kate Punturiero. Kate was
our Presiding Member from February 2019 — 20" June 2022 and has seen us through the
challenges of Covid and a growing school. Thank you for your outstanding service. The
current board will serve up until 14™ September — when the new board takes effect. Thank
you to our current members and the very best wishes to those candidates who are standing
for election. Needing to have an election is a sign of a healthy school and community, one
which cares about the governance of its school.

School Board Elections — Reminder to vote!!!

Nominations closed on Wednesday 3™ August at 12 noon. Election day is Wednesday 7"
September. Please vote and vote wisely!!

Term 3 Teacher Only Day

Week 5, Friday 26™ August is our designated teacher only day for Term 3. This is NEXT
WEEK! Our staff will be having focussed professional development on writing (moderation
of assessments for reporting and how to best support students) and mathematics
(continuing with our DMIC practise). Note: there are no teacher only days in Term 4.



Science Fair

The North Shore Science and Technology Fair committee would like to extend an
invitation out to our school community to the 2022 NIWA North Harbour Science and
Technology fair. Students from our school enter this event each year. We are still
working through judging at our end and your child will be able to tell you prior to the
event if their project has been selected to be in the fair.

The event will be hosted at Massey University in the Sir Neil Waters Lecture Theatre
Complex foyer on the 9" September with public viewing on Saturday 10" September
from 10:00am until about 14:00pm. There is no public viewing on Friday as this is the
time when students present their investigations to the judges. Massey University will
host their Day of Science in conjunction with our Fair. The Fair is a great opportunity to
expose your children to the many investigations conducted by students from our local
Intermediate and High Schools. This link takes you to the Fair’'s website.

Winter llinesses

The Ministry of Health has confirmed that the guidance for returning to schools
following vomiting or diarrhoea has not changed. If a child is free of those symptoms
for 48 hours, they can attend school again. We have updated the winter wellness
guidance for parents, caregivers and whanau to reflect the following points:

e If a child has been unwell with a respiratory iliness other than COVID-19, they
can return to school 24 hours after they have significantly improved and are
behaving/eating normally.

e Following vomiting or diarrhoea, a child should be symptom free for 48 hours
before they can return.

o If they still have a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as
a fever, vomiting or diarrhoea, then they are unlikely to be infectious and can be
considered well enough to attend school.

e Ingeneral, a doctor’s certificate or clearance should not have to be provided for
a child to go back to school after being unwell.

Reinfection Advice

Recently the Ministry of Health updated their guidelines around Covid-19 reinfections.
Essentially the ‘safe from reinfection’ period has been reduced from 90 days to 28 days
The full document can be found here:

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-

public/advice-people-covid-19/getting-reinfected-covid-19

Rarotonga Trip 2023

We are offering a school trip to Rarotonga in June 2023. This will be available for this
Year’s Year 7 students. The trip will include a range of activities including humanitarian
aid, environmental, health and sport projects. There will also be cultural, historical and
fun activities. There is a student meeting scheduled for next Thursday 25" August in


https://northharboursciences.com/
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/advice-people-covid-19/getting-reinfected-covid-19
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/advice-people-covid-19/getting-reinfected-covid-19

Break 1 which will be followed by a parent information evening at 6.30 on Tuesday 30™
August in Room 7.

Environment update — new hot composting bins

We’re fortunate enough to have received 3 beautiful new hot composting bins and are
working through a new bokashi bin system for waste. Thanks to the Kaipatiki Trust for
their ongoing support on our environmental projects. It won’t be long until the new
Awataha greenway is opened, which is right on our boundary.

Year 6 Parent Information Evening and Open Days

Our parent information evening and subsequent open days were extremely well
attended, and soon we begin our enrolment interviews for 2023 students. If you know
anyone who is yet to make contact with their intermediate school — or high school if your
child is in Year 8 — please do so as soon as possible. See our website if anyone needs
more information around enrolment at NIS.

As always, if there is anything we can do better, feel free to contact me directly on
principal@ni.school.nz.

Ngaa mihi,

Phil Muir, Proud Principal of Northcote Intermediate School


mailto:principal@ni.school.nz

AIMS Games

On Wednesday 10" August we ran our Parents meeting where we discussed the
arrangements for this year’s trip. Thank you to all those who attended. Communication to
parents will now take place primarily through team and individual managers as we get closer
to the event.

A reminder that the full balance for team sports ($615) is due on Friday 26th August -
that is next week! We ask families finding it difficult to meet this deadline to please
get in contact with our Sports Co-ordinator asap so that we can make arrangements to
ensure that your child will not miss out on AIMS.

Payment details are loaded on Kindo which is accessed through the school app. Alternately,
payments can be made by eftpos at the school office or by direct debit into the school account
as below:

Northcote Intermediate School
12-3053-0365947-00

In the reference please include:
Student name / Class / AIMSGames

Weekly Sports Update

Badminton

This term we have fielded two teams in the weekly competition which is progressing well.
Regular practices are held on Tuesday lunchtimes and are run by Teacher-In-Charge Ms
Elston and Sue, a community volunteer.

Basketball

We have now completed the grading rounds for semester two basketball. Games will start
again on Monday. There has been a reshuffle of boys teams to accommodate a number of
late entries which has resulted in the creation of a new team and a number of player changes.
Managers should already be getting in touch to let teams know about these changes.

Hockey
After a great grading round, our girls team sits mid-table in the top grade despite a couple of

tough losses to Carmel (2-4) and competition leaders Northcross (1-2) in recent weeks. Boys
have had a challenging season post-grading which has not been helped by the departure of
their goalie a couple of games ago. Our Mixed team’s results are improving and despite a
heart-breaking 4-5 local derby loss to Birkdale, the team are enjoying their Hockey.

Netball

We are firmly in the business end of the season with semi-finals and finals taking place. Year
7’s played semi-final matches this week and will finish their competition on Tuesday 23"
August. With the Year 8 semi-finals postponed last week due to bad weather, semi-finals will
now take place on Thursday 25" August with finals games taking place on Thursday 1%
Sepetember.

NB: Players please bring a change of clothes for their final game as dresses will be
collected from players before leaving the netball centre. For Year 7 players this will be
Tuesday 23 August and for Year 8 players this will take place on Thursday 1%
September.



Table Tennis

Our Top team is finding it tough going in the A-reserve grade at the moment while our second
team sits mid-table in the C1 competition. A regular Tuesday before school practice time in
the Hall is being well attended with guest appearances from Mr Davids and Mr Peters.

Waterpolo
The serious term 3 & 4 competition has started for the Millennium competition where we find

ourselves in the B Grade. One week into the competition, the signs are good as our one
game played to date was a 12-2 demolition of Northcross B. The team have also competed
in the Intermediate Winter Festival in recent weeks finishing 6th out of 20 teams. Today the
team is taking part in the first game of the annual Tim Sonderer Festival event which will
continue over the weekend - first game being held today at Scared Heart.

Our Glenfield competition team, the Narwhals, are three games into this term’s competition

and have had two losses and a win to date. We look forward to a number of these players
progressing to our top team next term.

Zone Days

In recent weeks we have had a several zone days.

The Boys Futsal Zone Day took place at Eventfinda stadium on 2" August and we entered
a year 7 and 8 team which both did very well. Both teams were essentially smaller versions
of our football zone days teams from last year and included many of the players who will be
representing the school at AIMS Games. Our year Year 8’s progressed to the semi-finals
after beating Kristin 5-2, TNIS #2 6-1, Whangaparaoa 4-3 (after leading 4-1). Despite being
down 0-2 at half time, the second half proved end-to-end drama as both teams scored goals
early in the half. In the final two minutes we were down 3-4 and threw everything at TNIS who
scrambled desperately to repel wave after wave of our attacks. Sadly for us they did enough
to hold on to a one goal win. This left us in a play-off against Belmont which proved a solid
4-2 victory for us as we walked away with third place. Year 7 Boys also reached the semi-
final undefeated after winning their pool matches against Whangaparaoa 8-0 and Birkdale
10-1, quarter final 6-2. In the semi-finals we faced Northcross and secured a solid 4-0 victory
to set up a final with Murrays Bay. In the final MBIS drew first blood with a deflection off the




post putting them up 1-0. We survived an indirect penalty shot and a disallowed goal from
MBIS before equalising with a couple of minutes on the clock. From this stage the MBIS
goalie made some fantastic saves to keep the score 1-1 at full time. After much discussion it
was decided the title would be decided by a hockey-style penalty shootout where players
would dribble from half-way and take on the goalie. Once again MBIS rose to the challenge
and unfortunately we had to accept the second tier of the podium. A big thank you to coach
extraordinaire Mr Davids!

The Girls Futsal Zone Day took place at Netball North Harbour and NIS took two teams.
Although not littered with the same numbers of club footballers as the boys, our top team
proved more than a handful for early opposition Whangaparaoa. The team grew game on
game and whilst we didn’t get as far as the semi-finals, no one would have known watching
the end-to-end counter attacks from Megan Lesley and Sienna Corner ably aided by Nadine
Schrey and Jess Lathwood, and the heroic defence exemplified by some dramatic saves
from goalie Indy. Our second team grew throughout the day with a loss becoming a draw,
and then a win. Lead by year 7’s Lily Clendon and Olivia Warr, the team had a fantastic day
with Lexi Yates perhaps the star of the team notching up several goals and also
demonstrating her ability to get back and defend. It is always difficult to pick out individual
performances at the expense of others, but it needs to be said that every player representing
NIS did so with unquestionable sportspersonship and contributed to key parts of the day.
Thank you to Mr Davids and Mr Peters for coaching and for an absolutely fantastic bunch of
students for what was a great day!

Cross Country Zone Day took place last week with a team of 30 setting off to Sanders
Reserve in Paremoremo. While the year 8’s were largely veterans who took part in last year’s
event, the Year 7’s really did not know what to expect. Despite a meeting where Mr Peters
emphasised that the course was “brutal”, our four junior girls set out on the first race of the
day happily enough. Thirty minutes later one had finished before proceeding to throw-up, the
remaining three were being patched up with twisted ankles by Ms Osborne or being checked
out by the St Johns staff. One of our finishers placed a respectable 18th out of roughly 100
competitors, we had a 25% completion rate, were already out of ice packs, and only a quarter
the way through the programme! Next up was the year 7 boys race and a degree of success
as 10 set off and 10 returned intact. Notable performances included Gino Calla Moret who
has qualified for the Auckland Championships with a 6th place, and Asher Hughes who
finished 14th of the 101 entrants. With two late withdrawals our year 8 girls started (and
finished) with eight participants with the standout performance going to Emma Davies who
finished 3rd in a very competitive field. Emma will join Gino at the Auckland Championships
on 13th September. The final race of the day was the year 8 boys where our beep test master
Harry Bentley and teammate Riley Burbidge finished 20th and 22nd respectively. Thank you
to Ms Osborne for her first aid skills and to the fantastic support from the parents able to join
us at the event.

Boys Basketball Zone Day took place on Tuesday 16" August at Eventfinda Stadium and
was overseen by Mr Lintern and Mr Peters. A quick glance at the pools told us that we
needed to win three out of four games to progress to the quarter finals. With seven minute
halves, games would be quick and there would be very little time to post high scores. Things
started well with a 22-5 win over Kingsway. Next was Northcross who was the only other
League One team in our pool. While we were definitely the underdogs on paper, no one told
our team that and the lead changed constantly before we finally ran out of time, the difference
was a single basket - Northcross winning 17-20. The final match of pool play was a good
effort over Kristin where we posted a 21-9 win to advance to a quarter final against Birkdale.
While we were expected to win, no one told Birkdale and they quickly scored the first two
baskets and kept us scoreless for the first two minutes. What followed were five unanswered
baskets before eventually going to half-time 14-8 ahead. The second half relatively low




scoring with NIS the winners 20-10. Next was Murrays Bay who were a class above everyone
winning most of their matches by 20+ points. We battled hard and even led 8-6 early on
before their team change gear on us closing out the first half 10-21. We responded in the
second half with a stronger performance but struggled to get balls to drop despite putting up
as many shots as our opposition - a credit to their defence. At the other end of the court they
were clinical on counter-attack with six different players picking up baskets in the last period
of the game. The final score was 21-40 to MBIS. Our final match was a rematch against
Northcross, which despite being close at half-time (9-11 down), slipped away from us in the
second half with a couple of baskets at key times being the difference between the team.
Thank you to Mr Lintern for his calm coaching throughout the day. Thank you also to the
parents who were there in support.

Christo Peters
Sports Coordinator



